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1.  Introduction 
 
This guide is intended to assist authors specifically in preparing Patent Reviews for submission to 
Pharmaceutical Patent Analyst and other Future Science journals; it should be consulted alongside 
the full author guidelines document here: http://www.uploadlibrary.com/futuredrugs/website/fsauthorguidelines.pdf 
 
1.1 Journal scope 
 
Pharmaceutical Patent Analyst is dedicated to making the essential content of key patents available in 
a concise and enriched format to researchers and other specialists, while also providing timely 
commentary on important issues related to patent and IP law. The journal’s core content 
therefore comprises high-impact patent reviews that provide an objective and concise appraisal 
of selected patents in a chosen area, set within the context of the wider relevant R&D landscape. 
Articles exploring patenting trends as well as those examining new methodologies for searching 
the patent literature also feature. 
 
1.2 Audience 
 
The journal is principally targeted at researchers and scientists who need to remain abreast of 
developments in the patent literature, while additionally enhancing their understanding of 
associated IP issues. In addition, the journal will appeal to those outside the research community, 
notably IP specialists, legal professionals and technology-transfer officers. 
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2.  Patent Reviews 
 
2. 1 Aim and focus 
 
Patent Reviews should provide an objective and concise appraisal of a selection of patents in a 
chosen area. Discussions should be placed within the context of the relevant wider R&D 
landscape. Authors are expected to offer a commentary on the significance, potential and 
essential content of the patents under discussion. 
 
The patents reviewed should be from a variety of companies/assignees, and should be timely (i.e. 
ideally published or granted within the past 4 years; authors should indicate in their manuscript if 
patents have been published but not yet granted). The majority of the references cited in the 
article should be taken from the patent literature.  
 
2.2  Scientific coverage 
 
Patent Reviews discussing trends and developments in the patent literature covering the 
following areas will be considered: 

• Chemical and biological entities of therapeutic significance 

• Healthcare products (e.g., medical devices and drug-delivery systems) 

• Drug-discovery and design technologies 

• Inventions in related disciplines (e.g., biotechnology and nanotechnology) 
 
Proposals for other topics can be sent to the Editor for consideration. 
 
2.3  Article structure 
 
Future Science articles have been engineered specifically for the print and online environments. 
The structure is designed to draw time-constrained readers directly to the information they 
require.  
 
Patent Reviews should be within a 4000—14,000-word limit (excluding Abstract, Executive 
Summary, References and Figure/Table legends); articles exceeding this upper limit can be 
accepted at the discretion of the Editor.  
 
Authors are free to structure the main body of their Patent Review as they desire. However, all 
articles should include the following sections: 
 

• Abstract: to include the following details: 
o The context and purpose of the paper; 
o A succinct summary of the main findings or themes (authors are encouraged, 

where possible, to indicate the criteria employed to select the patents under 
review); 

o A brief conclusion of what the reader should learn from the paper and what its 
implications might be. 

• Defined key terms: approximately 5–10 key words/technical terms/concepts from the 
text for which a short definition is provided. 
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• Introduction/Background: brief summary of the underlying science; readers should be 
directed to appropriate references for more in-depth coverage. 

• Body of article: objective commentary and analysis of chosen patents, set within the 
context of the relevant wider R&D landscape; authors are free to structure this section as 
they choose. 

• Future perspective: speculative viewpoint on how the field will evolve in 5–10 years 
time. 

• Executive summary: bulleted summary points that illustrate the main topics or 
conclusions made under each of the main headings of the article. 

• References: the majority of which should be patents. 
• Reference annotations: 6–8 references that are of particular significance to the subject 

accompanied by a brief (1–2 line) synopsis. 
• Financial disclosure/Acknowledgements 

 
More detailed information on each of these sections can be found in the journal’s author 
guidelines. 
 
The below diagram highlights some of the features that appear in published articles: 
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2.4 Use of tables and figures 

 
Authors are encouraged to include tables or figures to assist readers (see also Section 3.2). 
Examples from published Patent Reviews are given below. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.5  Published examples 
 
Patent Reviews are published across Future Science journals. A selection of previously published 
examples is below; a sample article is available upon request. 

 
Sammet B, Steinkühler C, Sewald N. Antibody–drug conjugates in tumor therapy. 
Pharmaceutical Patent Analyst 1(1), 65-73. 
URL: http://www.future-science.com/doi/abs/10.4155/ppa.12.4 
 
Thaler F. Current trends in the development of histone deacetylase inhibitors: a review of 
recent patent applications. Pharmaceutical Patent Analyst 1(1), 75-90. 
URL: http://www.future-science.com/doi/abs/10.4155/ppa.11.3 
 
Long DD, Marquess DG. Novel heterodimer antibiotics: a review of recent patent 
literature. Future Medicinal Chemistry 1 (6), 1037-1050.   
URL: http://www.future-science.com/doi/full/10.4155/fmc.09.87 
 
Liao C, Marchand C, Burke Jr TR, Pommier Y, Nicklaus MC. Authentic HIV-1 integrase 
inhibitors. Future Medicinal Chemistry 2 (7), 1107-1122.  
URL: http://www.future-science.com/doi/full/10.4155/fmc.10.199 
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3 Preparing for submission 
 
3.1 Internal approval processes 
 
To prevent delays, authors are advised to obtain any necessary internal approval for their 
proposed submission from their organisation/institution as soon as is feasibly possible in 
advance of the submission deadline agreed with the Editor. In the event of any likely delays, 
authors are asked to inform the Editor. 
 
3.2 Figure permissions 
 

It is the responsibility of the author to obtain permission to reproduce any previously published 
material, and to cover any costs this incurs. As it can be time-consuming to obtain permissions, it 
is recommended that this process is begun early. Future Science is a signatory of the STM 
permissions copyright agreement, which facilitates the re-use of limited amounts of material 
from published works of other signatories. Links to most of the major journals’ permission 
request forms can be found at this web page: http://www.stm-assoc.org/permissions-guidelines 
 
3.3 Manuscript files and Disclosure Form 
 
When submitting a manuscript authors should send all documents to the Editor via email. 
Alternatively, authors can use the journal’s optional online submission system (details available 
from the Editor). All manuscript files should be editable (e.g. word-document, chemdraw or 
similar formats; but not pdf); figures and tables can be included in a separated file or embedded 
in the main text. 
 
Authors should complete and return a Disclosure Form (found at the end of this document; a 
word-document version is available on request); this document is required before the in-house 
team can begin peer review. 
 
3.4 Peer review 
 
Through a rigorous peer-review process, Future Science titles aim to ensure that reviews are 
unbiased, scientifically accurate and relevant. All articles are peer reviewed by three or more 
members of the journal’s editorial board or other specialists selected on the basis of experience 
and expertise.  
 
Review is performed on a double-blind basis: the identities of peer reviewers and authors are 
kept confidential. Peer reviewers must disclose potential conflicts of interests that may affect 
their ability to provide an unbiased. Peer reviewers complete a referee report form, to provide 
general comments to the editor and both general and specific comments to the author(s). 
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4.  Patent searches 

 
There are numerous databases available that allow users to conduct patent searches. The 
following is a selection of free-to-access services; this list is not exhaustive.  
 
If you identify any other patent-searching resources that you find particularly useful, we would be 
interested to hear about them. 
 
European Patent Office 
http://www.epo.org/searching.html 
 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
http://patft.uspto.gov/ 
 
The World Intellectual Property Organization’s Patent Scope 
http://www.wipo.int/patentscope/search/en/search.jsf 
 
Google Patents 
http://www.google.com/patents 
http://www.google.com/advanced_patent_search 
 
EuroPatentBox 
http://www.europatentbox.com/ 
 
FreePatentsOnline 
http://www.freepatentsonline.com/ 
 
PatentBuddy 
http://www.patentbuddy.com/PatentBuddy/home.jsf 
 
Patent Lens 
http://www.patentlens.net/daisy/patentlens/patentlens.html 
 
Patent Retriever 
http://www.patentretriever.com/ 
 
Priorsmart 
http://www.priorsmart.com/ 
 
PriorIP 
http://www.prior-ip.com/ 
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5.  Editorial office contact details 
 
If you have any queries regarding the drafting of your manuscript, the submission or publication 
processes, or would like to find out more about other Future Science titles, please contact the 
Editor at the following address: 
 
Editor:    Gino D’Oca 
Address: Future Science Ltd 

Unitec House 
2 Albert Place 
London, N3 1QB 
United Kingdom 

Tel:     +44 (0)20 8371 6090  
Fax:     +44 (0)20 8343 2313 
E-mail:    g.doca@future-science.com 
Website:    www.future-science.com 
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Author disclosure form – Pharmaceutical Patent Analyst 
 
Return to: g.doca@future-science.com  
 
Manuscript title  

Corresponding author  

Affiliation  

Tel  

Fax  

E-mail  

Co-authors  

  
Corresponding author 
signature  

 
 

 
Please check the boxes as appropriate 
 
1. Authorship 
 
a)    I certify that I am the corresponding author for this manuscript. The manuscript is 

submitted with the knowledge and on behalf of the listed co-authors.  
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
b)    I certify that each author participated sufficiently in the work to take responsibility for 

the content, and that all those who qualify are listed. Authorship credit should be based 
only on substantial contributions to (a) conception and design, acquisition of data, or 
analysis and interpretation of data; and (b) drafting the article or revising it critically for 
important intellectual content; and on (c) final approval of the version to be published. 
Conditions (a), (b), and (c) must all be met 

 

2. Author responsibility 
 
a)  I certify that the manuscript represents valid work and that neither this manuscript nor 

one with substantially similar content under my authorship has been published or is being 
considered for publication elsewhere, except as described in an attachment, and copies of 
closely related manuscripts are provided. 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
b)  I certify that no writing assistance was utilised in the production of this manuscript. 
OR 
     I certify that writing assistance was utilised in the production of this manuscript, and any 
sources of funding for such assistance are clearly identified in the manuscript. 
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2. Financial disclosure 
(Please check ONE of the boxes below) 
 

 None of the authors have relevant financial interests related to this manuscript 
 

 I certify that all financial and material support for this research and work are clearly identified 
in the manuscript 
 

 I certify that all authors’ affiliations with (personal or financial relationships that could 
influence your actions) or financial involvement with any organization or entity with a financial 
interest in or financial conflict with the subject matter or materials discussed in the manuscript 
have been disclosed.  
 

• Financial involvement refers to: 
employment, consultancies, honoraria, stock ownership or options, expert testimony, 
grants or patents received or pending, royalties 

 
Details of relevant conflicts of interests (or the lack of) must be declared in the 
‘Disclosure’ section of the manuscript for all authors.  
  
 
3. Ethical conduct of research (for original research authors only) 
 

 For studies involving data relating to human or animal experimental investigations, 
appropriate institutional review board approval has been obtained and is described within the 
article (for those investigators who do not have formal ethics review committees, the principles 
outlined in the Declaration of Helsinki have been followed).  
 

 For investigations involving human subjects, informed consent has been obtained from the 
participants involved and an explanation of how this was obtained is included in the manuscript.   
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Copyright status of figures and tables 
 
Please complete the following table to indicate the copyright status of the figures and tables included in your manuscript. Each figure and table should 
be listed and the appropriate box checked. Where permission has already been granted, please attach the relevant licence agreement 
 
 
Figure/table number Original 

(prepared for current 
manuscript and not 
previously published) 

Adapted from a 
previously published 
manuscript 
(NB for copyright 
purposes adaptation is 
defined as addition of 
new information that 
was not previously 
included in the 
original)  
 

Previously published 
in an Open Access 
format 

Previously published 
by STM publisher 

Previously published 
by non-STM publisher 

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
A list of STM signatories is available at http://www.stm-assoc.org/permissions-guidelines/ 
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www.future-science.com 
 

Peer review of manuscript  
(not applicable to editorials, meeting reports and key paper evaluations) 
 
Please provide suggestions for suitable peer reviewers for your article in the table below: 
 
 Name Address Email 
Reviewer 1  

 
 

  

Reviewer 2  
 
 

  

Reviewer 3  
 
 

  

Reviewer 4  
 
 

  

Reviewer 5  
 
 

  

Reviewer 6  
 
 

  

Reviewer 7  
 
 

  

Reviewer 8  
 
 

  

 

This form should be returned as soon as possible to: 
 
Future Science, Unitec House, 2 Albert Place, London, N3 1QB, UK 
Tel: +44 (0)20 8371 6090; Fax: +44 (0)20 8343 2313 
Email: g.doca@future-science.com   
 
If you have any queries, please contact the above person by email or telephone. 
 
 
 


